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1 . 1 HAVE TALKED WITH THE PRIME MINISTER AND BEEORE I COULD EVEN 
EXPRESS MY REGRETS HE TOLD ME HOW DEEPLY SORRY HE WAS THAT THE 
PLANE INVOLVED WAS AMERICAN. HE EELT A SENSE OE LOSS OVER THE 
EACT THAT THERE WERE MANY AMERICANS KILLED AND INJURED. I EXPRES- 
SED TO HIM MY SINCERE REGRET, PARTICULARLY EOR THE INNOCENT VIC- 
TIMS. WE DISCUSSED HOW THE INCIDENT MIGHT HAVE TAKEN PLACE. THERE 
ARE TWO OR THREE DIEEERENT VERSIONS OE WHAT MIGHT HAVE HAPPENED. 
THERE IS AT THIS MOMENT NO ABSOLUTE CERTAINTY HOW THE SITUATION 
DEVELOPED AND UNTIL SUCH A TIME AS WE ARE ABLE TO DETERMINE THE 
ACTUAL FACTS, IT SEEMS POINTLESS TO LODGE AN OEEICIAL PROTEST. I 
INDICATED TO HIM THAT WE HAD JUST LEARNED THAT THE TERRORISTS 
HAD DEMANDED THE RELEASE OE TWO OTHER TERRORISTS BEING HELD IN 
ATHENS. I TOLD HIM THAT I NEED NOT REMIND HIM OF OUR DISCUSSION 
JUST TWO OR THREE WEEKS AGO ABOUT THE EACT THAT I HOPE THE THREE 
TERRORISTS STILL HELD HERE SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE HELD AND THEY 
SHOULD NOT GIVE IN TO BLACKMAIL DEMANDS. RUMOR INDICATED THAT THE 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ROME 14014 171907Z 

GOI WILL DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO BE HELPFUL. WE CAN ONLY AWAIT 
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THE INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE HOW THE WHOLE THING HAPPENED.VOLPE 
CONEIDENTIAL 

NNN 
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